It Wasn’t Only Anthracite Coal that Was Transported on the D&H Canal 
By S. Robert Powell, Ph.D. 


Many people believe, incorrectly, (1) that it was only D&H Canal boats, loaded with 
anthracite coal, that moved down the D&H Canal from Honesdale and Rondout, and (2) that all 
of the boats traveling up the D&H Canal from Rondout to Honesdale were empty D&H coal 
boats. That is clearly not the case. Let’s take a closer look. 

Many millions of tons of anthracite coal were shipped down the D&H Canal, in D&H 
boats, in the period 1829-1899, to be sure. In addition, however, a vast quantity of other 
commodities and merchandise, in addition to a great many passengers, were transported between 
Honesdale and Rondout, and between Rondout and Honesdale, in the period 1829-1899. 

Consider the following selected announcements that were published in various 
newspapers in D&H territory in the nineteenth century: On August 27, 1829, J. & G. W. Ross 
announced in the Dundaff Republican, and Canal & Rail Road Intelligencer that they were in the 
freight business on the Hudson River and on the Delaware and Hudson Canal. “One of their 
sloops,” they noted, “leaves Eddysville, (the outlet of the Canal) and the foot of Dey street, New 
York, every Thursday. And they have made arrangements on the Canal as enable them to deliver 
freight at Honesdale, (or any other point on the Canal,) with safety and expedition, and at rates 
much lower than has been heretofore done.” 

On October 7, 1829, two days before the opening of the Gravity Railroad from 
Carbondale to Honesdale, the D&H inaugurated packet service (regularly scheduled service, 
carrying freight and passengers) between Honesdale and Rondout, with two boats--Silas Wright, 
Jr. and Luther Bradish--making three trips weekly. In the following year, June 16-23, 1830, 
Philip Hone, together with a large party of friends, traveled from New York to Honesdale to 
Carbondale, over the D&H Canal (traveling on the Silas Wright, Jr.) to Honesdale, and then over 
the D&H Gravity Railroad to Carbondale. (Philip Hone made a second visit to Honesdale and 
Carbondale in August of 1831, this time traveling on the Luther Bradish on the D&H Canal, and 
on the D&H Gravity Railroad from Honesdale to Carbondale.) 

In 1830, the Honesdale Temperance Transportation Line announced that it had twelve 
good boats and a sufficient number of good horses and careful boatmen to operate its 
transportation line on the D&H Canal. 

In 1833, Washington Swart’s announced regular freight and passenger service on his 
“River and Canal Line,” between Honesdale and New York City. In his ad, in the Northern 
Pennsylvanian, Thursday, February 21, 1833, p. 4, Swart’s announced that he had purchased the 
two D&H canal packet boats (Silas Wright and Luther Bradish) that were the pioneer packet 
boats on the D&H Canal in 1829. 

Swart’s River and Canal Line also made it known that their accommodations for the 
transportation of freight were considerably improved and enlarged. That same line reported at the 
time that it had two good and substantial sloops which would sail in the following order: One 
sloop will leave Rondout every Friday, and one leave New York every Saturday. In addition 
Swart’s announced that he had chartered the Steamboat Hudson, for the carrying of both freight 
and passengers, which would sail from Rondout every Tuesday and Friday at 2 o'clock P.M., and 
from New York every Wednesday and Saturday at 5 o'clock. He also announced that he had 
extended his business by the purchase of two canal boats, Silas Wright and Luther Bradish, 
which were constructed for packet boats and covered, and so arranged as to prevent any species 


of merchandize from the effect of bad weather. One of the said canal boats departed from 
Rondout and Honesdale every Tuesday. 

In 1833, Cornell (Peter Cornell) & Gedney’s (John B. Gedney) Delaware and Hudson 
Canal Transportation Line announced that they would continue freighting and forwarding from 
their old stand, opposite the Tide Water Lock at Eddyville, known as Freer’s Landing. They also 
announced that they had two substantial sloops, commanded by experienced men, which would 
ply between Eddyville and New York. In connection with the above, they declared that they had 
two canal boats for the transportation of merchandize and lumber to and from Honesdale. 

In 1833, Isaac Cock’s Delaware and Hudson Canal Transportation Line announced that 
they were prepared to do freighting, forwarding, and storage on the D&H Canal. In addition they 
declared that they had made arrangements with the freighters, on the Hudson River, and upon the 
Delaware and Hudson Canal, and that they are now prepared to make contracts for the 
transportation of merchandise, from New York to Carbondale, by the ton or otherwise. 

In 1837, in a space ad in the March 7 issue of the Northern Pennsylvanian, the Union 
Transportation Line on the North River announced that they were prepared “to transact all 
Freighting and Commission business with accuracy and dispatch” having purchased three fast 
sailing sloops (Orange Packet, Michigan, Chatham) on the Hudson River and that “Canal boats 
will always be in readiness at the Store House at Wilbur, to receive Freight from the sloops and 
steamboat, for the Canal, and deliver the same to any place between Kingston and Honesdale. 
Goods will be forwarded to Carbondale and the bills for the freight through from New York to 
Carbondale, to be paid at Carbondale, where the goods are consigned.” 

In the spring of 1858, Cornell, Bidwell & Co.'s Steam Freight Line declared that they 
were prepared to receive freight for Carbondale, and all points in the Lackawanna Valley 
between Carbondale and Wilkes-Barre. In the spring of 1852, Coe F. Young bought of Major 
Cornell a half interest in his canal freight line between New York and Northeastern 
Pennsylvania. In 1857, Coe F. Young moved to Honesdale, and in 1862 he became the sole 
proprietor of the firm of Thomas Cornell & Co., which he operated alone for seven years (until 
1864), when he sold the line to the D&H. (On January 1, 1864, Coe F. Young was named 
Superintendent of the D&H Canal, and sold, therefore, his D&H Canal freight line at that time.) 

And so it becomes clear from the data presented above--which is only a sampling of 
known data on packet service on the D&H Canal and on D&H Canal freight lines, up and down 
the D&H Canal, 1829-1887; for additional data on the question, see the author’s Volume XV: 
Locomotives and Roundhouses, pp. 398-432--that it was not only loaded and empty D&H coal 
boats that were transported between Honesdale and Rondout, and between Rondout and 
Honesdale, in the period 1829-1899. What was in those “other” boats on the D&H Canal? 

We can gain a clearer understanding of what was in those “other” boats that moved up 
and down the D&H Canal in the nineteenth century if we look now, for example, at the publicly 
announced “Rates of Toll on the Delaware and Hudson Canal for 1859” that was published in the 
March 5, 1859 issue (p. 3) of the Carbondale Weekly Advance: 


“RATES OF TOLL on the DELAWARE & HUDSON CANAL for 1859 / Boats going from 
Tide Water not to carry Cargoes Exceeding SIXTY TONS. [Produced and published by the] 
OFFICE DEL. & HUD. C. CO., February, 1859] 


Articles per Ton per Mile: The first column shows the rate per mile, subject to special contract. 
The second column shows the highest charge for any distance not exceeding 60 miles, when the 


Rules and Regulations are complied with. The third column shows the highest charge for any 
distance not exceeding 108 miles, when the Rules and Regulations are complied with. The fourth 
column shows the legal rates in cents per ton per mile on the capacity of the Boat. [The charges 
in each column for the articles listed below are given in the public notice, but will not be 
reported here. The intent of this copy of this announcement is to make known that it was not just 
anthracite coal--going down the D&H Canal from Honesdale to Rondout, with empty coal boats 
going up the D&H Canal from Rondout to Honesdale--that was shipped on the Canal.] 


--Merchandise, Dry Goods, Iron and Nails up the Canal, Steel, Marble, Mill and manufactured 
stone, and Cotton in bales and bags, Liquors, Passengers’ Baggage, and Furniture 

--Molasses, Sugar, Pot and Pearl Ashes and Iron Castings 

--Salt and Salted Provis’ns 

--Flour, Meal and Grain, except Oats 

--Leather and Hides 

--Tanners’ Bark, Fire Brick, Fire Stone, materials for Glass ware Crates, and Charcoal 

--Pig Iron, Plaster - Paris, Pressed Hay, Potatoes, Apples Common Brick down Canal, Stone, 
Iron Ore, Potters’ Clay, Ashes, Lath, Fence Posts, Rails, Hoop Poles, Staves, 
Heading, and Oats 

--Nails and Iron down Canal 

--Hydraulic Cement going from tide water 

--Hydraulic Cement in stone or manufactured, going towards tide water, on the capacity of the 
boat, for first 4 miles four cts., per ton, thence 

--Glass-ware down the Can’! 

--Broken Glass, for manufacturing, up Canal 

--Common Brick up Canal 

--Anthracite Coal up N. Y. section of Canal, on the capacity of the boat 

--Anthracite Coal, up Pennsylvania section of Can’! on the capacity of the boat 

--Anthracite Coal, down N. York section of Canal on the capacity of the boat, unless by special 
contract 

--Anthracite Coal, down Pennsylvania section of Canal, on the capacity of the boat, unless by 
special contract 

--Bituminous Coal 

--Manufactures of Wood, Window Glass, and Soda ash, and Salt for manufacturing Glass 

--Articles not enumerated 

--All articles of Rafts 

--Boards, Plank, Scantling, and all Sawed Lumber in Boats, per 1000 feet Board Measure, per 
mile 

--Pine, plain Maple, Basswood, Ash, Oak, Cherry, Whitewood, and Chestnut 

--Hemlock 

--Curled and Speck Maple, and all unenumerated 

--Timber in Boats, per 100 Cubic feet per mile 

--Ship Timber 

--Pine, plain Maple, Ash, Oak and Chestnut 

--Hemlock 

--Curled Maple, and all unenumerated 

--Shingles in Boats per 1000 per mile 


--Pine 

--Hemlock 

--In Rafts. Boats are to have a preference over Rafts in passing the Locks. 

--All Boards, Plank, Scantling and Sawed Lumber, per 1000 feet, board measure, per mile in - 
rafts 

--All Timber, per 100 cubic feet per mile 

--All Shingles, per 1000 per mile 

--Wood per Cord per mile 

--Wood in Boats per Cord per Mile 

--For the first 5 miles, (then for every additional mile 1 cent) 

--Packets and Pleasure Boats carrying Passengers, on the capacity of the boat, per ton per mile 

--Mileage on Boats laden or empty, per mile on the Boat 

N. B.- When toll is charged on the capacity of the Boat, no additional charge will be made for 
mileage on said Boat. Mileage on Boats engaged in the Coal business when carrying 
other freight than Coal, will be charged at the rate of two mills per ton per mile, when the 
quantity of said freight is less than 5 tons, and full mileage when said freight exceeds 5 
tons.” 


For much additional information on the tariff of tolls on the D&H Canal, 1828-1859, see Volume 
XV (Locomotives and Roundhouses) in the author’s D&H series, pp. 433-461. 


It was not, then, only anthracite coal that was shipped East through the D&H Canal from 
Honesdale to Rondout in the nineteenth century. Many millions of tons of anthracite coal were 
shipped down the D&H Canal in the period 1829-1899, to be sure. In addition, a vast quantity of 
other commodities and merchandise, as well as a great many passengers, in passenger packets 
and pleasure boats, were transported via the D&H Canal from Honesdale to Rondout during that 
same period. At the same time, a wide range of products and commodities (e.g., hydraulic 
cement, salt for manufacturing glass, common bricks, broken glass for manufacturing glass, 
merchandise, dry goods, iron and nails, marble, mill and manufactured stone, cotton in bales and 
bags, liquors, passengers’ baggage, and furniture), as well as many passenger packets and 
pleasure boats, went up the D&H Canal from Rondout to Honesdale in the period 1829-1899. 
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